Sunday edition of the New York Times is known for its Book Review section. In fact, a very large audience subscribes just to this section alone. The Wall Street Journal publishes a book review daily. It's safe to say that book reviews are an integral part of our information transfer system.
What are the criteria that determine a successful book review? Most important, is the book content of a nature to be of real interest to the practice and understanding of toxicologic pathology in its broadest sense? If the answer is yes, then the selection of the reviewer becomes significant. Reviewers usually fall into 2 groups. There are those who have contributed to the field or subject to be reviewed by virtue of research and publications. For example, a book dealing with the animal and human pathology associated with benzene exposure might be reviewed by an experienced toxicologist, pathologist, occupational health physician, epidemiologist, or regulatory official.
The second group of reviewers are individuals with broad accomplishments and extensive experience who have demonstrated the ability to make wise judgments. Such individuals need not be recognized, focused investigators but could be sound teachers and advisors who advance the entire field of toxicologic pathology. Regardless of who writes the review, it must be a personal essay with points of view. A simple recitation of chapter headings with isolated comments will not be adequate.
The reader must believe that the reviewer read the book carefully and asked these questions: t 1. Is this book needed and does it fill a void?
2. Is the author of a stature and competence to write the book?
3. Is the author really an editor of numerous contributions ?
4. Are the format, text, and binding acceptable? 5. How does the book compare to others currently available ?
6. Is the book fairly priced? 7. What is my personal recommendation and has it been justified? These same questions can be applied to other instructional materials. While creativity and imagination should be applauded, the product must meet reasonable standards and be useful. Teaching materials may be useful but not immediately practical. The term useful in this context means expanding awareness-introducing new ideas and approaches that enlighten and entertain. Over the years, I have reviewed a wide range of books and, expressing my thoughts often in a provocative manner, hoped to initiate a dialog with the reader. There appears to be a reticence on the part of pathologists to write letters to editors voicing their ideas and sharing their feelings. I keep wishing this will change, and I challenge our readers to let us hear from you.
In an essay on teaching, Ralph Waldo Emerson said, &dquo;Always respect the student.&dquo; Authors and editors must always respect the reader. This can be accomplished only if the readers are willing to participate in the process.
The Book Review section of Toxicologic Pathology will provide readers with substantive information and observations prepared by experienced authors. If there are books you would like to have reviewed, please let us know and every effort will be made to do so. BERNARD M. WAGNER, M.D. Editor, Book Reviews 343 Millburn Suite 208
Millburn, New Jersey 07041
